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4-5-1: SHORT TITLE: This chapter shall be known

and cited as the GLEN ELLYN SIGN CODE.
(Ord. 3995, 3-8-1993)

4-5-2: STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: It is hereby
determined that the primary purpose of
signage is to help people find what they need without
difficulty or confusion. Thus, while not restricting freedom
of expression, regulations must be established for pre-
venting an overload of graphic messages in the environ-
ment. The purpose of signs is subordinate to the struc-
tures and land use functions they reference. Signs are to
be considered accessory components of an overall
composition of architectural elements, not as freestand-
ing or dominant architectural elements by themselves.

This code establishes standards and regulations for the
erection, display, safety and maintenance of signs which
are intended to allow a person to observe or ignore
graphic messages, according to that person’s own pur-
pose, as well as to encourage the general attractiveness
of the community and to protect property values therein.
These standards and regulations are intended to meet
the following objectives:

(A)

(B)
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Effective Communication: A reasonable, orderly
and effective display of signs is to be promoted by
authorizing the use of signs which:

1. Are legible in the context in which they are
viewed;

2. Harmonize with their surroundings and are con-
sistent with the character of their community con-
text;

3. Protect the value of architectural resources,
ensuring the integrity of the architectural elements
and character of the buildings and sites to which
signs principally relate;

4. Respect the rights of nearby property owners;

5. Are appropriate to the functions to which they
pertain;

6. Clearly and efficiently identify and classify the
goods, services, facilities, activities and locations
made available to the community by businesses,
community service organizations and other enter-
prises; and

7. Eliminate or reduce the “canceling out" effect
created by inappropriate placement of signs in
proximity to one another.

Public Welfare: The public health, safety and wel-
fare is to be preserved, protected and promoted
through sign regulations which:

1. Recognize that signs are a necessary means of
visual communication for the convenience of the
general public taken as a whole, as opposed to the
convenience of any individual person;

2. Minimize the blighting influences posed by visu-
al clutter, decay and neglect;

3. Eliminate confusion and distractions which jeop-
ardize vehicular and pedestrian safety;

4. Prohibit the placement of signs which obstruct
vision or access in a manner which creates dan-
gerous conditions;

5. Protect the physical and mental well being of
the general public by encouraging a sense of aes-
thetic appreciation for the village’s visual environ-
ment; and

6. Preserve the value of private property by assur-
ing the compatibility of signs with surrounding land
uses.
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(C) Compatibility With Zoning Ordinance Objectives:
Sign regulation is to be permitted in a way which is
compatible with the land use objectives set forth in
the statement of purpose of zoning ordinance
3617-Z, as amended.

(D) Conflicting Regulations: In the event of any conflict
between regulations in this sign code and any
lawfully adopted rules, regulations and ordinances,
the more restrictive shall prevail. (Ord. 3995,
3-8-1993)

4-5-3: DEFINITIONS: Unless otherwise expressly

stated or the context clearly indicates a
different sense, the terms set forth below shall, for the
purposes of this code, have the meanings indicated
herein. In the event a conflict arises concerning terms
not defined in this section, the following sources shall be
consulted and the definition found in the sources listed in
order of priority to be consulted shall be deemed correct:

1. Glen Ellyn zoning ordinance 3617-Z, as amend-
ed ("zoning code");

2. Dictionary of Architecture and Construction, 2nd
ed., Cyril M. Harris, McGraw-Hill, 1992; and

3. Webster’s Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary, 9th
ed., G. and C. Merriam Co., 1988.

ANIMATED SIGN: Any sign which includes action or
motion. For purposes of this code, this term does not
refer to flashing, changing or indexing, which are sepa-
rately defined.

AREA OF SIGN: The total of exposed surface within a
continuous perimeter enclosing the extreme limits of
characters, lettering, illustrations, ornamentations, or
other figures, together with any material, or color used
as an integral part of the display or to differentiate the
sign from the background on which it is placed.

ATTENTION GETTING DEVICE: Searchlight, beacon
light and any pennant, flag, banner, propeller, spinner,
streamer, balloon or similar device/ornamentation de-
signed for the purpose of attracting attention or for pro-
motion or advertising.

AWNING: Any structure made of cloth or other nonrigid
material attached to and projecting from a building and
including structures which are fixed or so erected as to
permit their being raised or retracted to a position
against the building when not in use.

BANNER SIGN: A temporary sign composed of cloth,
canvas or other lightweight material either enclosed or
not enclosed in a rigid frame.
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BILLBOARD: See definition of Off Premises Or Outdoor
Advertising Sign.

BUILDING AND ZONING OFFICIAL: The building and
zoning official of the village of Glen Ellyn is the enforcing
officer of the sign code.

BUILDING FACE OR WALL: All window and wall areas
of a building in one plane or elevation.

CANOPY OR MARQUEE: A permanent rooflike structure
extending from part or all of a building and constructed
of a metal framework with an acceptable covering.

CHANGING SIGN (AUTOMATIC): A sign such as an
electronic or electronically controlled public service time,
temperature or date sign, message center or reader
board, where different copy changes are shown at timed
intervals as specified in section 4-5-5 of this chapter.

CHANGING SIGN (MANUAL): A sign on which copy is
changed manually in the field, i.e., reader boards with
changeable letters or changeable pictorial patterns.

COMMUNITY SERVICES ORGANIZATION: A not for
profit entity or corporation whose principal purpose is to
provide services, financial assistance or personnel which
benefit the residents of the village of Glen Ellyn.

COPY: The wording or symbols on a sign surface, either
in permanent or changing letter form.

DOUBLE FACED SIGN: A sign with two (2) distinct
faces, each designed to be viewed from separate direc-
tions. Both faces shall be the same dimension, parallel
to each other, and supported by the same structure. The
area of each face of a double faced sign shall be the
maximum allowable area for a single faced sign.

ELECTRONICALLY VARIABLE MESSAGE SIGN (EVM):
See definition of Changing Sign (Automatic).

ESTABLISHMENT: An individual business, institution or
activity that occupies a portion of a building, has its own
exterior entrance into the building, and which has front-
age on at least one public street.

ESTABLISHMENT FRONTAGE: The linear length of the
principal building frontage of an establishment. Walls
which abut loading areas and service drives exclusively
shall not be included in establishment frontage.

FACE OF SIGN: The entire area of a sign on which copy
could be placed.

FESTOON LIGHTING: A group of two (2) or more bulbs
hung or strung overhead on a building or structure,
which are exposed to persons on a public right of way,

Village of Glen Ellyn



4-5-3

or which are not shaded or hooded to prevent the direct
rays of light from being visible at the property line.

FLASHING SIGN: Any ‘sign, exclusive of "changing sign
(automatic)®, on which illumination intermittently flashes
off and on, in whole or in part, or which includes the
illusion of intermittent or flashing light by means of ani-
mation, or an externally mounted intermittent light
source.

FREESTANDING SIGN: A sign erected on a freestand-
ing frame, mast or pole and not attached to any building.
For purposes of this chapter, "detached sign”, "ground
sign" or “freestanding sign" shall be synonymous. All
freestanding signs shall be "monument" or "ground
mounted" in design.

FRONTAGE - STREET: The length of the property front-
age of any one premises parallel to and adjoining each
public right of way it borders, excluding alleys.

GOVERNMENT SIGN: On premises sign, but not includ-
ing a primary sign, of a duly constituted government
entity other than a municipality, as regulated by this
code.

GRADE: The average level of the finished grade of the
ground adjacent to the exterior walls of a building.

GROUND MOUNTED: A sign for which the
base/supports are one hundred percent (100%) (on all
sides) in contact with the ground.

HEIGHT: Distance measured vertically to the highest
point of the sign from grade.

ILLUMINATED SIGN: Any sign which emanates or re-
ceives light. Light may be transmitted internally through
the sign face or be illuminated externally, or by indirect
light, exposed tubing or lamps.

INCIDENTAL SIGN: A sign, incidental to the principal
signage, pertaining to goods, prices, services, products
or facilities which are on the premises. For purposes of
this chapter, "accessory sign" and "incidental sign” shall
be synonymous.

INDEXING SIGN: A sign that has a series of triangular
vertical sections that turn and stop, designed to show
three (3) messages in the same area.

INDIVIDUAL LETTER SIGN: Any sign made of individual
letters that is mounted on the face of a building.

INSTITUTIONAL SIGN: A primary sign incorporating the
name, address or information referring exclusively to
governmental, educational, charitable or religious institu-
tions.
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MUNICIPAL SIGN: Sign of a duly constituted municipali-
ty, as defined in the Illinois municipal code, and as regu-
lated in section 4-5-8 of this chapter.

NAMEPLATE: A nonelectric sign identifying only the
name and occupation or profession of the occupant of
premises on which the sign is located. If any premises
includes more than one occupant, nameplate refers to all
names and occupations or professions as well as the
name of the building and directional information.

NEON SIGN: A sign in which an inert gaseous chemical
element called neon is contained in a glass tube.

NONCONFORMING SIGN (LEGAL): Any sign which was
lawfully erected and maintained or granted by variation
prior to enactment of this code and which fails to con-
form to all applicable regulations and restrictions of this
code.

OFF PREMISES OR OUTDOOR ADVERTISING SIGN:
Outdoor advertising sign which advertises goods, prod-
ucts or services not sold or provided on the premises on
which the sign is located. For purposes of this code, the
terms “billboard", "off premises sign”" and "outdoor adver-
tising sign" may be used interchangeably. There are
three (3) main types:

(A) Poster panel or bulletin normally mounted on a
building wall or freestanding structure with adver-
tising copy in the form of posted paper.

(B) Multi-faced sign - same as above and alternating
advertising messages on the one display area.

(C) Painted bulletin where the advertiser’s message is
painted directly on the background of a wall
mounted or freestanding display area.

OFFICE COMPLEX: A continuous area of land and any
structure thereon, under single ownership or operated
under a single direction, with at least three (3) separate
firms whose offices are used for administrative, profes-
sional or research oriented activities.

OFFICE COMPLEX DIRECTORY SIGN: A sign identify-
ing the offices located in an office complex.

ON PREMISES SIGN: Any sign identifying or advertising
a business, person, activity, goods, products or services
located on a premises where the sign is installed and
maintained.

OWNER: A person recorded as such on official records
and including a duly authorized agent, purchaser, tenant,
lessee or devisee, or any person having a vested or
contingent interest in the property in question.
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PARAPET OR PARAPET WALL: That portion of a build-
ing wall that rises above the roof level.

POLITICAL SIGN: A sign referring to a candidate or
issue subject to public election or a noncommercial
interest of public concern.

PORTABLE SIGN: A sign which is not intended to be
permanently attached to a structure or to the ground, but
can be moved or is intended to be moved from one
location to another, such as a sign mounted on a trailer
or semitrailer.

PREMISES (SITE): An area of land with its appurtenanc-
es and buildings.

PRIMARY SIGN: A sign that serves as and constitutes
the principal signage to the property, site or establish-
ment on which the sign is located and pertains to proper-
ty, site or establishment identification, indicating either
the name and address thereof, the major enterprise, or
principal product offered for sale on the premises, or a
combination of these.

PROJECTING SIGN: Any sign other than a wall sign
which is suspended from or supported by a building or
wall and which projects more than twelve inches (12")
from the building or wall. Any such sign suspended
under a canopy, porch, walkway covering or similar
covering structure and in place approximately perpendic-
ular to the wall of the adjoining building shall not be
deemed a "projecting sign".

REAL ESTATE SIGN: A sign indicating the sale, lease or
rental of the parcel, structure or establishment on which
the sign is located.

ROOF SIGN: A sign erected on and extending above the
roofline or parapet of any building or structure.

ROOFLINE: Either the edge of the roof or the top of the
parapet, whichever forms the top line of the building
silhouette.

SHOPPING CENTER: A continuous area of land under
single ownership or operated under a single direction,
developed for retail commercial purposes and occupied
by at least five (5) separate establishments.

SHOPPING CENTER IDENTIFICATION SIGN: A sign
identifying a shopping center and one or more establish-
ments located therein.

SIGN: Any identification, description, illustration or de-
vice illuminated or nonilluminated which is visible from
any public place or is located on private property and
exposed to the public and which directs attention to a
product, service, place, activity, person, institution, busi-
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ness or solicitation, including any permanently installed
or situated merchandise or any emblem, painting, ban-
ner, pennant, placard or temporary sign designed to
advertise, identify or convey information. For purposes of
removal, signs shall also include all sign structures.

SIGN INCORPORATING MOVEMENT: Any turning,
rotating, swinging or other motion or simulated action of
a sign or signpost.

SIGN STRUCTURE: Any structure which supports, has
supported or is capable of supporting a sign, including
decorative cover.

SPECIAL EVENT SIGN: A-temporary sign authorized by
section 4-5-9 of this chapter to promote an event, sale or
other special activity.

TEMPORARY SIGN: A sign which is not permanently
affixed such as real estate and construction signs, ban-
ner signs, flags (not intended to include flags of nations)
and other similar devices, and other signs of a temporary
nature, as regulated in sections 4-5-8 and 4-5-9 of this
chapter.

UNLAWFUL SIGN: A sign which violates this chapter.

UNUSUALLY SHAPED SIGN: Sign of unusual shape
shall be considered a double faced sign and the area of
the sign shall be computed as one-half ('/,) of the total of
the exposed surfaces.

WALL SIGN: A sign attached or erected against the wall
of a building with the sign face in a parallel plane to the
plane of the building wall, and not extending above the
building face or parapet or more than twelve inches (12°)
from the wall.

WINDOW SIGN: A sign installed inside a window for
purposes of viewing from outside the building. (Ord.
3995, 3-8-1993; amd. Ord. 4424, 10-14-1996; Ord. 4562,
1-26-1998)

4-5-4: GENERAL STANDARDS AND DESIGN

CRITERIA: The construction and structural
components of all signs shall be in conformance with the
following general provisions:

(A) Comer Lots: Signs located within thirty feet (30’) of
the lot corner formed by the intersection of any
street lines or any other sight triangle must be
constructed and maintained in such a manner that
clearance is maintained from three (3) to eight feet
(8’) from ground level;

(B) Electrical Requirements: All signs in which electri-
cal wiring and connections are required shall con-
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)

(E)

form to the applicable provisions of the Glen Ellyn
electrical code. Conductors for all illuminated signs
shall be enclosed in rigid conduit or other ap-
proved raceways and be controlied with an exter-
nal disconnect located at the sign. All sign circuit
conduit shall be concealed from public view, where
possible;

Framework: All signs shall be designed so that all
framework for the lateral support of the sign other
than supporting poles for a freestanding sign shall
be contained within or behind the face of the sign
or within the structure of the building to which it is
attached, in such a manner as to not be visible
from public view;

Glass Requirements: Any glass forming a part of
any sign shall be heavy safety glass, a minimum of
one-fourth inch ('/,") in thickness. Any single piece
or pane of glass that exceeds three (3) square feet
shall be wired glass;

lllumination: Signs may be illuminated by means of
external light sources, a light source contained
within the sign and visible through a transiucent
surface or by neon tubing, with such illumination
complying with the following regulations:

1. Brightness Limitation: In no instance shall the
lighting intensity of any sign, whether resulting
from internal illumination or external illumination,
exceed the illumination intensity below:

(a) Thirty (30) foot-candles measured perpen-
dicular to the face of the sign from a distance
equal to the narrowest dimension of the sign; or

(b) One foot-candlie on the adjoining residential
property lot line closest to the sign, measured
three feet (3’) above the surface of the ground.

2. Constant: lllumination shall be constant in inten-
sity and color and shall not ‘consist of blinking,
flashing, animated or scintillating lights. Time and
temperature signs are considered changing signs
(automatic) and shall not be considered flashing
signs;

3. Maximum Exposed Lighting: No exposed reflect-
ing type bulb or incandescent lamp which exceeds
fifteen (15) watts shall be used in any sign;

4. Nonglaring: The light from any illuminated sign
shall be so shaded, shielded or directed that the
light intensity will not cause glare to surrounding
areas, including adjacent public rights of way;

(F)

(G)

(H)

(U]

)

(K)
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5. No Traffic Hazards: Neither the direct nor re-
flected light from light sources shall create a traffic
hazard for, or confuse operators of motor vehicles,
or in any way interfere with the driver's view of
approaching, merging or intersecting traffic;

6. Projecting Light Fixtures: Gooseneck reflectors
or arms projecting from the sign surface mounted
with lights for the purpose of illuminating the sign
shall be permitted for wall and freestanding signs,
except that fixtures shall not project into the public
right of way.

Letters To Be Secured: All letters, figures, charac-
ters or representations which are attached or su-
perimposed on any sign shall be safely and se-
curely built or attached to the sign structure;

Obstruction To Ventilation: No sign shall be con-
structed or maintained so as to obstruct any win-
dow surface required for ventilation by an applica-
ble code of the village of Glen Ellyn;

Obstructions To Doors, Windows Or Fire Escapes:
No sign shall be constructed or maintained so as
to obstruct any fire escape, required exit, or win-
dow or door opening used as a means of egress.
No sign shall be attached to a standpipe or fire
escape;

Sign In Right Of Way: No sign, except municipal
sign or special event directional sign as authorized
in this code, shall be placed on or extend into or
over any public right of way or municipal property.
A wall or special wall sign as described in subsec-
tion 4-5-12(E)3 of this chapter, as authorized in
this code may extend into or over any public right
of way or municipal property. An awning as autho-
rized in this code may extend into or over any
public right of way;

Sign To Not Obstruct Vision: No sign shall be
placed or constructed which obstructs vision or
access in a manner that creates dangerous condi-
tions;

Sign To Not Constitute Traffic Hazards: In order to
obtain and secure traffic safety, no sign shall be
erected or maintained in such a manner as to be
likely to interfere with, obstruct the view of, or be
confused with any authorized traffic sign, signal or
device, or interfere with, mislead or confuse traffic
as determined by the chief of police. Accordingly,
no sign shall make use of the words "stop”, “go",
"look", "slow", "danger", or other similar word,
phrase, symbol or character or employ any red,
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